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What should you learn?
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The so-called study is also not a separate business

that is different from the usual.
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As parents, you should love your sons and daughters,
and as sons and daughters, you should devote filial

piety to your parents.
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The contents of learning are among the things we

do in our daily life.
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Learners use reading as a basis for the exhaustive

search for principle, and seek to restore their nature

by doing good.
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When the Superior Man stays at home, he directs
his mind with earnestness, and when he is active

outside, he straightens his exterior with righteousness.
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Recovering the errant mind is the foundation of

learning.
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When you are at home, you should be careful and
observe the rule of good manners, and lead your

wife, children, and household members well.
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You must follow the coming-of-age ceremony and

wedding ceremony according to the Family Rituals

of Chu Hsi, not to the worldly customs clumsily.
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My brothers and sisters share the body inherited from

our parents and are all the same as one body.
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Family affairs could be governed only after propriety
and respect have been well observed between hus-

band and wife.
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If you do not teach your children when they are young,
it will be very difficult to teach them later. It is because
when they grow up they get used to wrong things

and set their minds on other things.
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When you receive something from others, you must

carefully examine whether it is righteous or not right-

eous, and take it if it is righteous, and not take it

if it is not.
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When you face people, you must strive for harmony
and respect. The most important thing you should
not do is to believe in learning, to exalt yourself,

and to reverence power and humiliate others.
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Studying to subdue one’s self is the most urgent thing

in daily life.
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You must establish the foundation by abiding in ear-
nestness, enlighten the good by exhaustive search
for principle, and practice the truth by diligently doing

it.
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People say, “I can’t study because I'm tied up with

studying for the national examination.” But this is

also an excuse, and it doesn’t come from a sincere

mind.
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The leaming of saints and sages is nothing more than

the study of governing others after self-cultivation.
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There are knowledge and action in the study in which
we cultivate ourselves. With knowledge, we enlighten

the good, and with action, make our bodies sincere.
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There is no other study to broaden one’s virtue, but

only one study to correct one’s temperament.
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