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After a person is born into this world, there is no

way to become a true person without learning.
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If you don’t polish jade, you can’t make things, if
you don't learn, you don’t know the Way, and if

you don't know the Way, you can’t be a human being.
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Those who are scholars but have not learned are

all people who have not minded becoming animals.
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You cannot change your stature from short to tall,
but only your will of the heart can tum your foolishness

into wisdom.
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Though the Way is not high and far, people do not
go by themselves. All kinds of good are inherent to

me, so there is no need to look elsewhere.
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If you cannot practice righteousness because your
heart is shaken by poverty, what will you use your

learning for?
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When one’s learning is accomplished, those who be-
come superiors pick up and hire him. In general,

government jobs are for others, not for oneself.
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What kind of person do you learn to be?
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A beginning student most of all, when you set your

will, must promise yourself that you will become a

saint.
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First of all, T have to make my will bigger and take
the saint as the standard. If T will not be able to reach
the saint even in the slightest, my work will not be

finished.
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A person who attains the integrity of sincerity by being

pure according to the heavenly Principles is a saint.
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A person who executed that one

a side of sincerity is a wise man.
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Heaven and earth are examples of saints, and saints

are examples of ordinary people.
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If you have already been sincere in your learning,

you must correct the bias in your temperament and

restore your original nature.
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The only learning of the Superior Man is sincerity
and seriousness. The task is heavy, the road is long,

and if you don’t advance, you will regress.
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What should you learn?
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The so-called study is also not a separate business

that is different from the usual.
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As parents, you should love your sons and daughters,
and as sons and daughters, you should devote filial

piety to your parents.
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The contents of learning are among the things we

do in our daily life.
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Learners use reading as a basis for the exhaustive

search for principle, and seek to restore their nature

by doing good.
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When the Superior Man stays at home, he directs
his mind with earnestness, and when he is active

outside, he straightens his exterior with righteousness.
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Recovering the errant mind is the foundation of

learning.
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When you are at home, you should be careful and
observe the rule of good manners, and lead your

wife, children, and household members well.



03, F-S1& Wik st | 97

*E ~of ACt ATt e, 7t

“H: ~sfjof it R A7ICH

o X7 g ol

Ll segh g =3 S LIEHE O{EAL

“H# 7{2|ct, o|&Ct *JE7- OtLhet XHA|
R ~2t e 22

iy

AR $I30 I T oIt BA Rjole]
So giom Epons oheks el Sof gtk

QoS Hee] VgL Als Fote] ozt ek
B3} A ol e W A ik BAE Algol
A it BRIk 7hge] Qe el gl 749
oA Ve A o]Folof Hrk

2% shmold ol We-e A wex srek
e AR} A wsel AR} ol %
2 ol BBk AT WKolA PAlol 917k 2]

o] EUiE AU w8eH @7 wjEolth




58 | wlslAl AR =7

f@&%{ FTREY T T ’3 ‘@\

2 7 ei] % o] >} 9 3 =)

Fels} )% o) 2 Do} shx] A 449
SE5= W< < "
You must follow the coming-of-age ceremony and

wedding ceremony according to the Family Rituals

of Chu Hsi, not to the worldly customs clumsily.
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My brothers and sisters share the body inherited from

our parents and are all the same as one body.
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Family affairs could be governed only after propriety
and respect have been well observed between hus-

band and wife.
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If you do not teach your children when they are young,
it will be very difficult to teach them later. It is because
when they grow up they get used to wrong things

and set their minds on other things.
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When you receive something from others, you must

carefully examine whether it is righteous or not right-

eous, and take it if it is righteous, and not take it

if it is not.
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When you face people, you must strive for harmony
and respect. The most important thing you should
not do is to believe in learning, to exalt yourself,

and to reverence power and humiliate others.
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Studying to subdue one’s self is the most urgent thing

in daily life.
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You must establish the foundation by abiding in ear-
nestness, enlighten the good by exhaustive search
for principle, and practice the truth by diligently doing

it.
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People say, “I can’t study because I'm tied up with

studying for the national examination.” But this is

also an excuse, and it doesn’t come from a sincere

mind.
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The leaming of saints and sages is nothing more than

the study of governing others after self-cultivation.
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There are knowledge and action in the study in which
we cultivate ourselves. With knowledge, we enlighten

the good, and with action, make our bodies sincere.
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There is no other study to broaden one’s virtue, but

only one study to correct one’s temperament.
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Establishing one’s will: A student must first establish

his will.
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Controlling one’s attitude and behavior: A student
must wash away his old habits and pursue learning
with a consistent mindset, and must control his attitude

and behavior.
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Reading: You must read the text and discourse on

learning to reveal its meanings and Principles.
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Refrain from talking: Most of people’s faults are due
to their words, so you must speak with wholehearted

sincerity and truthfulness, and speak at the right time.
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Preservation of the original mind: If a learner wants
to cultivate the self, he must rectify his mind internally

and not be tempted by external things.
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Tending one’s parents: Among all the behaviors of

scholars, filial piety and brotherly love are fundamental.
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Respect for master: If a leamer aims for the Way with
a sincere heart, he must first boost the manners of

respecting his teacher.
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Choosing the right friends: Although it is up to the
teacher to teach the moral principles and solve the
questions, being close to each other and helping be-
nevolence by cultivating each other’s learning is really

thanks to friends.
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You must courageously embark on your studies, focus-
ing on wholehearted sincerity and truthfulness. After

that, there may be something accomplished.
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You must read the text and search for principle ex-

haustively, and enlighten the way you should follow.
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If you are courteous in your usual place of residence,
earnest in executing your duties, and faithful in getting

along with others, this is called learning.
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A learner always preserves this mind so that he will

not be overcome by external things.
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Reading is one of the tasks of the exhaustive search

for principle.
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The traces of saint and sage’s hearts and the good

or evil deeds that can be imitated or warned are all

in the book.
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If you only read with your mouth and don’t learn
it with your heart and don't practice it with your body,
then the book will be as it is and you will be as

you are, so what good will be for you?
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In all reading, one must be familiar with one book,
understand its meaning and purpose, penetrate and
master it, and read another book only after the doubts

have disappeared.
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When learners have work, they should respond to

work with Principals, and when reading, they should
search for principle sincerely
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The learner checks himself often every day. Haven't
he preserved his original mind? Has not his learning

progressed? Hasn't he been working hard in practice?



04. oG Wik e | 119

H: oY (RPN =S

D AAR *Hite: HAGIED
“hr 20hg, 24 15 BESICH
T O|2E0|LE ZERE Flof B O{=AL

e Lozt ZIRSIC i AN HE
“Jyn EMLL T2 EM AESichE £

siiE

whge] W Fhed) sk vl AplE ARshs
Qolck

olsh M5 Wz Miol; Mol 9] Fpe] o
BOIT) 2 R el 4] 7pE gt O ARt
7 & W A S gk A7sh Ak
WA 5P RIRTY whe 8-S 51X ke
7B AR AL S WA B Eow 2y
WPIOR o] ShEe] ARITH: So)7] wgolth wkolo}
W AR ARIR WET) oj W o] glom

=
& Ulgol} BEs 2z A7 E



120 | wi9)A AR 5)7)

BE AN RIBETAE(= 4

R TR R NN I S

=
Jdo
cle
>
>
ol
(10
2
2
)
>
a>
afjo
&8
clo
U
alo
o
S

>
>
e

o
v
E

A learner can learn benevolence only after he has

first renounced selfish mind.
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Rectifying one’s mind is a way to control the inner
mind, and supervising the body is a way to control

the outer behavior.
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The study of cultivating oneself does not deviate from
the three things: holding oneself in earnestness, ex-
haustively searching for principle, and working hard

in practice.
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With what attitudes should you learn?
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Only when there is not a speck of dirt stained in

the past in this mind can we discuss the study of
going to learning.
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It is urgent for a learner to reflect on what is at hand
and to work hard in practice, but it is not something
that can be suddenly said about something like a

will of Heaven.
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The reason why I should not be slow or fast in my
studies is because these things will only end after

I die.
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If you find the effect of learning quickly, it is also

from selfish mind.
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The two words, “Be sincere in your heart and study

hard” perfectly expressed his meaning.
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A learner must have a sincere heart toward the Way,
and only after making sure that worldly trifles do
not confuse his will, that he will have a foundation

for his studies.
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Many words and many thoughts are most injurious

to Art of the Mind.
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Those who study should always tum toward the Way
and not be distracted by external things. Anything
that isn’t right should not be taken into consideration

at all.
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You have to get your body and mind right and make
your appearance and your heart the same, so even
if you are in a deep place, act as if you are in an
open place, and even if you are alone, act as if you

are in a group.
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Even fif it is possible to gain the world by doing even
one unrighteous thing or by killing even one innocent
person, you must always keep the intention in your

heart that you will not do it.
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Preservation of earnestness is the basis of exhaustive
search for principle, and those who do not yet know

have no way to know unless earnestness.
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(Mencius said), “Everyone can become like Yao and

Shun.” How could he have deceived us?




06. Hllg-o] Eoh= Folelz? | 153

A At g 2% o
Ll ~g 5= ot *m: E|C}H
gk 232t 2oiF “i: ofm
Y &olct “F: L}

st
2 vl A} 4]le] Brks wold,
RO AP BE Qg
WRje] wol, “of] 2] SolAAE A A5
HY WEE, oA A4 otk
28] RIS FAR YA 4<l0] B Holehu
W) et R8RS V1St gl BE ARE 94
o] B 5 Itk P S doiaL ik
"ol B B AR QBT g ol i
TR wAY AFY Ay Brhea @ %

Esu“,
L
o
¥,
=
E
o3
flo

S o] EelM HH wiEe) 7Fsd 78 B Wi
=2 5 Qe Aotk



154 | w9l AR =7

EABERT BABBAETH
T 243949 93459 3 2
<13 a b

Hopld 4 E 93 9YE 29, A2 Fe)
329 A3} o) £ Ao} D)

If you move forward, you become a saint or a sage,
but if you step back, you become a stupid or foolish

person.
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A sage’s virtue is like the Heaven, and its spiritual

power is unfathomable.
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Since the sage is not selfish, his virtue is harmony

with Heaven and Earth. Since the Superior Man gets

rid of selfishness, his conduct conforms to that of

a saint.
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The only way to correct one’s selfishness is through

learning. As learning progresses, virtue also progresses.
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If you put in a lot of effort, it will definitely work.
So if you equip yourself with both knowledge and
practice, and do your best, you will enter the state

of a saint, as your heart and attitude are one.
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The Way we should go is brightly in front of us,

so we can move forward.
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A Superior Man should worry about the Way, not

worry about poverty.
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