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What kind of will will you set?
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A beginning student most of all, when you set your
will, must promise yourself that you will become a
saint, but should not think of yourself as small and

give up on yourself as an excuse.
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First of all, T have to make my will bigger and take
the saint as the standard. If I will not be able to reach
the saint even in the slightest, my work will not be

finished.
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Although my will and spirit are weakened, how can
the things accumulated in my heart be limited to pass

the Civil service Examinations only?
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Q: If the Lord wants to restore the reign of the Three
Dynasties, what should he do first?
A: He must first set his will. From time immemorial,

a king with a big vision set his will first.
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Please, promise me that your Majesty will set a big
will first, be sure to take saint as the standard, and
make sure that you will make the world like the Three

Dynasties.
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What is will?
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The will is the leader of the mental power. If the

will is constant, there is no power that is not moving.
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If your will is not sincere, it will not be set
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The so-called setting one's will is a matter of steadfastly

raising the will to do great things.
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Anything that moves will and moves the energy of

the mind must be said in terms of both good and

evil.
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The so-called ‘one's will has a set direction’” means
that right or wrong is clear, so one tums to the good

and turns against the evil.
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The will is where the mind is directed. Even if you
do bad things, your mind always has a place to go.
Having said this, I can't help but also say that it is

the will.
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Thought is something that has been calculated and

compared after the emotion started, and the will refers
to direct pursuit towards a place
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Emotion, thought, and will are all triggered by the

mind. As for emotion, the two are also included among
it.
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Grounds to achieve one’s will
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Ordinary people and saints are the same in human

nature.
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Human nature is good, and there is no difference
between the old and the present, between the wise

and the foolish.
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It is all up to me to set a will, to know brightly,
and to practice eamestly. How could I find it anywhere

else?
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Anyone can become a saint by learning.
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Mencius said, “Anyone can become Yao and Shun.”

How could he deceive me?
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You cannot change your appearance from ugly to

beautiful, and cannot change your stature from short

to tall. Only your will of the heart can tum your fool-

ishness into wisdom and stupidity into sagacity.
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Each person's material force with which man is en-
dowed at birth is different. But if you put effort into
what you know and practice, success is the same

for everyone.
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How to make a will come true
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Q: What should I do after T set my will already?
A: After you set your will, the first thing to do is

to put effort into implementing it.
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If the learner has set his will on becoming a saint,
he must wash away his old habits and pursue learning
with a consistent mindset, and must control his attitude

and behavior.
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The basics of entering the Way depend on setting

a great will and being devout to preserve one's true

mind.
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If your will is not great and your heart is not devout,
even if you listen to the precautions that you are
guarding against every day and accustomed to discuss
things and deliberate every day, those things are just

words.
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Indeed, if your will is great and your heart is devout
and you are able to seek good deeds and act, then

speaking and acting all day are the principals.
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What suffering prevents you from becoming wise and
intelligence, so that you undermine your nature en-
dowed from heaven? If a person firmly preserves this
will and does not withdraw, it will be close to the

Way.
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Q: How should a person who wants to set his will

study?
A: If you are sincere, your will will be set by itself,

and you should continue with earnestness.
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If the king really sets his will on this, he must make
the saint his standard. He can restore the reign of
the Three Dynasties only after he takes the saint as

his standard and tries to learn.
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The king must first set his will, always devote himself

to learning and be sincere.
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In order to truly broaden this mind and perfect great

filial piety, you must be devout in setting your will
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The teachings that sages gave brightly to juniors are
clear and kind. If you progress gradually in the order

of those words, you will become a saint or a sage.
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Truly, if you deeply believe in sages's words, correct
your bad corporeal matter, and try a hundred times
and a thousand times, in fact, never give up, the main
road will appear in front of you and indicate you

the state of being a saint.
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You must exhaustively study Principal to illuminate
the good, lead the mental energy with a earnest and
sincere will, self-cultivate the nature to preserve sincer-
ity, examine yourself and cast away lies, and control

the dark and dizzy mind.
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If cultivating your moral virtues and good actions
has become extreme, the will in your heart will become
unchanging on the inside, and your appearance be-
come more majestic on the outside, and your words

and actions will be consistent with courtesy.
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Even if you have bad thoughts in your heart, it is
easy to correct them if you can be sincere in your

will to do good.
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What kinds of will are there?
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A person with a small will is easy to be satisfied with,
so he thinks that he achieved great things with small
achievements, and thinks he knows a lot with little
knowledge, so his personality is flippant along with

it.
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I had been lazy in learning since T was little, so I
read very little before the age of 15 or 16. It wasn't

until I was 17 that I set my will on study.
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If you truly have a sincere and striving will, why

worry that you will not achieve anything?
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If the methods of governing the country are not correct
and there is no law of reward and punishment, it
is natural for the wicked to achieve their desire and

for the good to be in need.
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The king has the will to rule the country well, but
he lacks the intelligence to discern the cunning minis-
ters, and his officials are not capable, so the one

who fails is a dark monarch.
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It is the original purpose of a scholar to become good
with the people through good politics. How could

it be his true intention to leave his post and hold

on himself?
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Now, the desire of those who fit in with the world's
trend was fulfilled, and so they were promoted and

selected.
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After a cunning group achieved their will, the virtuous
disappeared, besides it caused harm to the people,

and war broke out.
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The founder of the Han Dynasty was usually arrogant
and rude, and all of his subordinates were only those

who had aimed at wealth, nobility, and honor.
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If the will of the king has benevolence and righteous-
ness, then he becomes Yao and Shun, and if his pur-
pose is to borrow benevolence, he becomes the Five
Hegemons. If his intention is to be greedy, he becomes
Chieh and Chou.
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Now, if you put your will on the Way of the Despot,
the scale and what will be accomplished in the future
will surely be inferior to those of the Han and Tang

dynasties.
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If the will of the king is not determined, he summons
ministers who play tricks on his authority, and if his
will is on one side, he gathers flattery scholars in
front of his eyes. The effect of where the will is directed

is like shadows and echoes.
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If the king set his will on renewing this people, he
will not be bound by the insistence on keeping the

widespread customs of the world.
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If the king sets his will to be an example to the queen,
the pleasure of being close to the eunuchs and court

ladies will not take away his heart.
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If the king has his will to live a frugal life, the desire

to beautify his chariot or palace will not move his

heart.
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If the king has will to be generous and to give relief
to all people, it will be his concern that even one

of his people will not benefit from it.
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Only if this king now set his will on putting it into
practice himself, implements benevolent government,
and gradually spreads the moral education, then rais-
ing the people and teaching them will go hand in
hand.
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If the king has will to correct and clarify the rituals
and music, any policy that does not conform to the

old law will be his suffering.
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You should know that a minister who does not express
an opinion has no intention of worrying about the
country, and you should know that a minister who
clings to a position and salary has no fidelity for giving

himself.
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Results that depend on the will
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There is an old saying, “He who has a will will even-

tually get things done.”
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Setting a will is the first thing to do in learning, and
no one has yet been able to succeed without setting

his will.
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Since olden times, diligent man made achievements,
and lazy man did not succeed. For what reason? This
is because the gains and losses are not naturally equal

depending on whether there is a will or not.
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If you move forward, you become a saint or a sage,
but if you step back, you become a stupid or foolish

person.
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Your Majesty, if you have a will on the Way and
follow it, and because of that, you will make a world
into the age of Yao and Shun. If you set your mind
on greed and follow it, you will end the world because

of it.
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The sacred king and the benevolent ministers have
the same will and the same way, so it is like fish

and water rejoicing with each other.
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The first step was to rectify your mind, and there
are three items. The first is to set a great will, the
second is to put effort into learning, and the third

is to be friendly with upright person.
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If the king had set a great will and worked hard
to seek its effect, how could not an experienced cour-
tier and an industrious wise man have come out and

respond?
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The king has no will to rule the country well, and
his ministers only have the will to maintain their
salaries. When the king sees good person, he can
not hire him, and even when he sees bad person,

he can not drive him out.
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If your will is the exhaustive study of Principal and
complete development of the nature, then a feeble

discussion to achieve a little won't get in the way.
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Only a person who has a will to do good and is
not shaken by other things can regulate himself by
being right and can set an example in his family by

being right.
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Reasons for not achieving your will
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Q: Most of the previous sages discussed the setting
their will in a careless way, but you always said
this at the beginning of your writing. What did
you mean by that?

A: Tt is because everything will not be successful if

the will is not set.
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The reason the learner could not have been successful
by reading all his life is simply because his will has

not been set yet.
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Usually everyone says for himself that he set his will,
but reason of procrastinating without making an effort
right away is because he set his will only with words,

and there is no sincerity towards learning in reality.
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Why did a saint become a saint alone, and why did
I become an ordinary person alone? This is truly be-
cause my will was not set, my wisdom was not bright-

ened, and my practice was not earnest.
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There are three faults in not setting a will. The first
is unbelief, the second is unwise, and the third is

not valiant.
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The reason people in the world today do not strive
to do good is simply that their minds and wills are
disturbed by external things, so this is entirely due

to politics, enlightenment, and customs.
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As the current ruler of this world, what is the reason
for not believing the words of the wise and believing
only the worldly words? This is because the ruler
has no intention of going to the Way on his own,

and he lacks the sincerity to like a benevolent person.
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